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One of the most important things in the transit industry is safety - safety for the crew and, most 
importantly, safety for the millions of people every day who rely on mass transit to move them 
through their lives. Yet, safety also has to be considered if an emergency situation or disaster 
happens. In these particular instances, the safety of crew and passengers do not just rely on the 
wheels and tracks they move on. The potential for fire and other hazardous situations is always a 
possibility in transportation applications, even though engineers take every precaution to prevent 
such occurrences. Being prepared for these situations starts with infrastructure components that 
support critical operating systems, like a high-performance cabling system.

To ensure safety in all potential circumstances, your infrastructure components need to be designed 
specifically to endure the typical harsh conditions associated with the transit environment. By 
utilizing high-integrity cabling that o�ers extreme performance characteristics under duress, then 
alarms, public address communications, evacuation systems, and other important safety measures 
continue functioning in an emergency. This permits passengers, crew, and emergency crews to 
evacuate the area on time or well before the disaster a�ects them.

With that being said, there are certain elements to look for in cables to trust that they will function 
optimally within your specific application.

Components of Expert Cabling

Optimum Quality
The first step to making sure cables will not fail in the event of an emergency is trusting that the 
manufacturer is using top-of-the-line materials to create high-quality products. For example, low 
smoke zero halogen (LSZH) cables are becoming the standard in the industry. Through rigorous 
testing, engineers have found that LSZH cables maintain their integrity while reducing smoke, 
toxicity, acid gas emissions, and flame spread. Such attributes are especially critical in a transit 
station or underground tunnel, areas that are often enclosed but require maximum visibility and 
low toxic fume exposure for occupant safety in an emergency. You’ll want to keep an eye out for 
components like this when searching for your best solution.

Certifications
There are codes in place to ensure that cabling is up to standard and can pass various tests to prove 
that they will not fail while upholding functions such as lighting, communication systems, alarms, 
exit signs, and so on. Certifications, such as NFPA 130 and 502, determine that cables will be able 
to resist harsh conditions, will have low flammability, and will have low smoke emissions in any given 
situation. If cables do not perform as expected during testing, errors can be corrected ahead of 
time, ultimately saving the lives of many people and protecting critical infrastructure. Certified 
cables guarantee a safer system.

History of Success
One way to know if a cabling provider is right for you is to see if their products have had a history 
of success through case studies and testimonials. It is inevitable that accidents will happen, but if a 
company’s products have proven successful in most emergency situations, they may be the best
company to buy from. 
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Comtran understands the complexities surrounding transit cabling systems. We know that safety
measures implemented in every of facet of the transit system are critical to keeping passengers
and sta� e�ciently moving about their lives. That is why we designed HUB-Link® rail transit cables.
These unique cabling components have been designed to meet strict specifications and 
qualifications to prove resistant in fires, high-smoke areas, rodent damage, and other forms of 
toxicity. They’ve also proven successful in major transportation systems throughout the country in 
both underground and above ground environments.

Overall HUB-Link® cables o�er your communication systems and emergency/disaster protocols a 
reliable source for safe and e�ective transmission. From public address communications to CC
security monitoring, Comtran’s HUB-Link® product line can provide solutions that are reliable for
everyday operation, but o�er peace of mind if anything catastrophic should happen.

Interested in learning more about cabling solutions for your transit application? Contact Comtran
at 800-842-7809 or visit https://comtrancorp.com. 


